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September 5, 2008 Amy Blankenship at (202) 418-2500

STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER DEBORAH TAYLOR TATE
ON SMALL CABLE OPERATOR EXEMPTION

The Order adopted this week is pro-consumer and pro-businesses. Since arriving at the Commission I have
tried to be a voice for small and local business interests and the unique challenges they face. Recognizing the finite
capacity and limited financial resources of most small cable operators, particularly those in rural areas, the
Commission appropriately exempts systems of 552MHz or less, and those with 2500 or fewer subscribers, that are
not affiliated with a major cable operator, from the requirement to carry an HD version of their broadcast signals.
This is consistent with the Commission’s goal to provide every American with access to voice, video, and data
services. Without this exemption, I fear that many consumers in small towns across the country would experience a

loss of service, or a dramatic increase in rates. I applaud the Commission for establishing this solution to protect
consumers and small business owners.



